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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 24096 

DEPARTMENT FOR ORM AND IATF 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, CVIS, CB, VS, LA, TH 

SUBJECT: CONDITIONS FOR INDOCHINESE REFUGEES IN IMMIGRATION JAIL 
REF: A) BANGKOK 22274; B) STATE 243275; C) STATE 251416 

1. FOLLOWING REPORT IS BASED ON REFUGEE OFFICERS' VISITS 

TO IMMIGRATION JAIL IN EARLY NOVEMBER, AND DISCUSSIONS WITH 
REFUGEES AND THAI OFFICIALS THERE. 

2. GENERAL: THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 50 INDOCHINESE 
REFUGEES, MOSTLY CAMBODIAN, WITH A FEW LAO AND VIETNAMESE, 
NOW IMPRISONED AT IMMIGRATION JAIL IN BANGKOK. THEY HAVE 
BEEN CONFINED FOR UP TO FOUR MONTHS. THEY DO NOT KNOW 
WHEN OR IF THEY WILL BE RELEASED, ALTHOUGH OFFICIAL THAI 
POLICY IS TO TRANSFER THEM EVENTUALLY TO THE REFUGEE CAMPS 
OUTSIDE OF BANGKOK. IN THE MEANTIME, THEY ARE NOT REASSURED 
BY THE FACT THAT SOME OF THEIR FELLOW INMATES OF OTHER 
NATIONALITIES HAVE BEEN IN THIS JAIL FOR MORE THAN ONE 
YEAR. THE REFUGEE PRISONERS SEEM ANGRY AND UPSET BY 

THEIR TREATMENT, WHICH IS THAT ACCORDED ORDINARY CRIMINALS. 
SEVERAL INMATES ARE PRIMA-FACIE ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE. BE- 
SIDES THOSE ALREADY IN JAIL THERE ARE MANY CAMBODIAN 
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REFUGEES ILLEGALLY IN BANGKOK WHO FACE SIMILAR IMPRISON- 
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MENT IF CAUGHT. 

3. AS THAI JAILS GO, IMMIGRATION JAIL IS A GOOD ONE. IT 

IS LOCATED IN A MODERN BUILDING AND HAS SATISFACTORY 
TOILET AND BATHING FACILITIES. TWO LARGE COMMUNAL CELLS 
ARE OCCUPIED BY THE 50 MALE INMATES (INCLUDING 10 WHO ARE 
NOT INDOCHINA REFUGEES); TEN FEMALES SHARE ANOTHER LARGE 
CRT, I.. CONDITIONS ARE NOT OVERCROWDED IN THAT THE 
PRISONERS HAVE ROOM TO WALK AROUND. THERE ARE NO BEDS. 
INMATES SLEEP ON THE FLOOR, WITH BLANKETS IF THEY WERE 
FORTUNATE ENOUGH 
TO HAVE BROUGHT THEIR OWN (NEITHER 

BLANKETS NOR CLOTHING ARE PROVIDED BY THE THAI AUTHORITIES). 
THE FOOD APPEARS TO BE STANDARD THAI PRISON FARE, RICE 
AND A BIT OF CURRY OR FISH, WHICH THE PRISONERS SAY IS 
TOO MEAGER, BUT IN FACT IS PROBABLY BETTER THAN THAT 
PROVIDED TO THE REFUGEES IN CAMPS. 

4. THE REFUGEES IN IMMIGRATION JAIL HAVE NOT BEEN SEN- 
TENCED UNDER THAI LAW; THEY HAVE MERELY BERN 
IMPRISONED WITHOUT TRIAL. THE REASON FOR THEIR IMPRISON- 
MENT IS THAT THEY FAILED TO REGISTER WITH THE THAI 
IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT, FEARING THAT THEY WOULD BE SENT 
TO REFUGEE CAMPS (AS WAS DONE WITH EARLIER REGISTRANTS) 
IRONICALLY, SOME OF THOSE IN IMMIGRATION JAIL NOW WANT TO BE 
TRANSFERRED TO THOSE SAME REFUGEE CAMPS RATHER THAN ENDURE 
CONTINUED CONFINEMENT IN BANGKOK. IN IMMIGRATION JAIL THEY ARE 
LOCKED UP IN CLOSE QUARTERS 24 HOURS A DAY, AND THEIR BOREDOM 
IS UNRELIEVED BY ANY SORT OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES OR 
CHANCE TO GET OUTSIDE THE BARS EVEN TEMPORARILY. ONE 
REFUGEE STATED THAT HE HAD BEEN JAILED BECAUSE HE 
ATTEMPTED TO REGISTER WITH IMMIGRATION, BUT WAS UNABLE TO 
COME UP WITH THE $25 (500 BAHT) BRIBE THE IMMIGRATION 

OFFICIAL DEMANDED, SO HE LEFT AND WAS SUBSEQUENTLY 
ARRESTED ON THE STREET. HIS STORY IS NOT AT ALL IM- 
PLAUSIBLE, JUDGING FROM SIHILAR REPORTS RECEIVED FROM 
MANY OTHER PERSONS CONCERNING THAI IMMIGRATION. 

5. IN FRONT OF IMMIGRATION JAIL IS ANOTHER BUILDING, 

THIS ONE SPORTING A SIGN (IN ENGLISH, NOT IN THAI) SAYING 
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"GUEST HOUSE." PERSONS FROM THE REFUGEE CAMPS WHO WISH 
TO PURSUE THEIR APPLICATIONS TO GO TO THIRD COUNTRIES, OR 
WHO ARE ENROUTE TO THOSE COUNTRIES, ARE ALLOWED TO STAY 
THERE. ALTHOUGH THE PHYSICAL FACILITIES ARE THE SAME 
AS IMMIGRATION JAIL, AND ARE MORE CROWDED, THERE IS 
A CRITICAL DIFFERENCE: RESIDENTS OF THE GUEST HOUSE ARE 
FREE TO COME AND GO TEMPORARILY. 
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6. INDOCHINESE REFUGEES ARE NO LONGER TRIED AND 
SENTENCED UNDER THAI LAW FOR ILLEGAL ENTRY, AS THEY WERE 
DURING THE INITIAL INFLUX OF REFUGEES 

EARLIER THIS YEAR. 

PERSONS FORMERLY SO SENTENCED WERE SENT TO THE THUNG MAHAMEK 
POLICE STATION JAIL (NEXT TO THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT), 

WHOSE SMALL BARRED CELLS WERE MENTIONED IN REF A. THIS 
JAIL IS APPARENTLY NO LONGER USED FOR REFUGEES. 

7. THIS REPORT IS INTENDED PRIMARILY AS BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION. LOCAL UNHCR REPRESENTATIVES ARE AWARE THAT 
THERE ARE INDOCHINESE REFUGEES IN JAIL IN THAILAND; 

HOWEVER, IT MIGHT BE USEFUL IN THE COURSE OF OUR NORMAL CONTACTS 
TO BRING THIS SITUATION SPECIFICALLY TO THE ATTENTION OF UNHCR 
HEADQUARTERS, AS WAS DONE EARLIER CONCERNING REFUGEE 
CAMP CONDITIONS GENERALLY. 
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